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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issues 
published  here  are  supplied  by  special  ar- 
rangement with  "Current  Coins  of  the  World", 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Publishing  Div., 
Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these 
catalog  numbers  in  any  other  publication  is 
authorized . ) 

IMPORTANT  CHANGE  IN  LISTINGS:  Henceforth, 

all  coins  preceded  with  a are  to  be 
designated  as  "Collectors'  Coins"  --  coins 
of  acceptable  legal  tender  status  but  made 
primarily  for  sale  to  collectors  and  not 
found  in  normal,  everyday  commerce. 

AUSTRIA 

*Yl43  100  Schilling  1976,  .640  Silver 

(36mm)  - Innsbruck  Olympic  Games 

B0LPVIA 

*Y102  100  Pesos  Bolivianos  1975  (2 6mm) 

*Y103  250  Pesos  Bolivianos  1975  (30mm) 

*Y104  500  Pesos  Bolivianos  1975  (34mm) 

Y102-104:  All  .933  Silver, 

Sesquicentennial  of  Independence 

CANADA 

*y88  5 Dollars  1975;  Swimmer  (38mm) 

*Y89  5 Dollars  1975;  Diver  (38mm) 

*Y90  10  Dollars  1975;  Sailing  (45mm) 

*Y91  10  Dollars  1975;  Paddler  (45mm) 

Y88-9I:  All  .925  Silver,  Series  V 

Olympic  Games 

COOK  ISLANDS 

*Y13  100  Dollars  1975,  -900  Gold  (26.16mm) 

200th  Anniv.  Cook's  Return  to  England 

EGYPT 

Y150  5 Milliemes  1975;  Brass  (l8mm) 

Y151  10  Milliemes  1975;  Brass  (21mm) 

YI52  5 Ghirsh  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (25mm) 
Y150-152:  International  Women' s 

Year  and  F.A.0.  Coinage 

EL  SALVADOR 

Y20b  5 Centavos  1975;  Nickel-clad  Steel 
Y21b  10  Centavos  1975;  Nickel-clad  Steel 

GIBRALTAR 

*Y4  25  Pounds  1975,  .9167  Gold  (22mm) 

*Y5  50  Pounds  1975,  .9167  Gold  (27mm) 

*Y6  100  Pounds  1975;  -9167  Gold  (34mm) 

Y4-6:  250  Years  of  British  Pound 

in  Gibraltar 

(Continued  on  page  353) 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


December  1975  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership „ If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  January  1,  197 6,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date, 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1204  Donald  Botteron,  829  Maryland  Ave.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y°  13210 

1205  Apostolos  Eo  Mathioudis 

1206-MT  C.  Toney  Aid,  1 Court  Square,  West  Plains,  MOo  65775 

(12th  Century  Holy  Roman  Empire) 

1207  Thomas  W.  Keener 

(Pre-1949  Chinese  struck  coins) 

1208-MT  Rev.  Paul  E.  Syster,  Box  515>  Eldora,  Iowa  50627 
(Ancients) 

1209  David  Ray  Green,  Box  464,  Madison,  N.  J.  079*4) 

1210  Huntington  Alloys,  Inc.,  Attn:  Frederick  R0  Wolfe, 

Huntington,  W»  Va.  25720  — (Pure  Nickel  Coinage) 

1211  Mike  Simons,  2513  Johnson  St.,  Greenvile,  TX  75401 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1212  Michael  L.  Cu/nmings,  P.  0.  Box  2184,  Key  West  Fla.  33040 

(japan,  Manchukuo) 

1213  Dennis  I.uck,  P.  0.  Box  5232,  Akron,  Ohio  44313 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1214-MT  Thomas  P.  McKenna,  P.  0.  Box  1356,  Fort  Collins,  Colo.  80522 
(Roman  Coins  & Books) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 


Donation  and 
Stated  Value 


William  E.  Anderson 
William  E.  Benson 
Ernest  E.  Bertolini 
Leo  DeLand 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Charles  Heaton 
D.  S.  Kleckner 
Robert  Loch 
R . H . Makowski 


$10.00  Cash 
$13.00  Cash 
$5»00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$7.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$5«00  Cash 
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Preference  of  Use 

NI  Library 
NI  Library 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library 


DONATIONS  REPORT  (Continued) ; 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Leon  W.  Mooers 
Bert  E.  Orcutt 
Scott  Semans 
G.  D.  Thannisch 
Edward  Toll 
(NVS  = No  Value  Stated) 


$3.00  Cash 

28  Lebanon  Coins  (NVS) 
$3.00  Cash 
80  coins  ($125.65) 
$3*00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Acknowledgement  is  being  made  to  the  members  listed  below  who  have  so 
kindly  donated  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library: 

William  E.  Benson 

Taxay,  Don;  Money  of  the  American  Indians 

Keller;  Dr0  Arnold;  Paper  Money  of  the  20th  Century;  Vol.  1 
Dr.  N.  Greenwold 

Seaby;  Peter;  Coins  of  England;  13th  and  l4th  Editions 
Sear;  David  R.;  Roman  Coins 

Yeoman;  R.  S.;  Catalog  of  Modem  World  Coins;  10th  Edition 
Yeoman;  R.  S.;  Guide  Book  of  U,  S.  Coins;  28th  Edition 

Gabriel  A.  Gram 

Numismatica  e science  affini 

Braeker;  Peter  W.;  Olympic  Coins 

Hurst;  Sanford  J.;  Combemporary  World  Gold  Coins 

Whiting;  J.  R.  S.;  British  Commemorative  Medals 

Becker;  Thomas  W.;  The  Coin  Makers 

Federal  Coins  and  Currency;  Inc.;  Gold  Coins 

Trowbridge;  Richard  J.;  History;  Coinage;  Paper  Notes  and  Medals 

of  Edward  VIII 

Zoell;  Hans;  Canada  Major  Coin  Varieties 
Zoell;  Hans;  Canada  Minor  Coin  Varieties 
Gilmore;  Stan;  Canadian  Silver  Dollars 

Charlton;  J.  E.  & Wiley;  R.  C.;  Standard  Grading  Guide  to  Canad- 
ian Decimal  Coins 

Charlton;  J . E . ; Standard  Catalog  of  Canadian  Coins;  24th  Edition 

Thomas  C.  Bain 

8 numismatic  books. 

The  above  references;  and  all  other  references  previously  published 
in  these  reports;  and  in  the  1974  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List; 
are  available  for  30-day  loan  periods.  Copies  of  the  197^  NI  Library 
List  may  be  obtained  upon  request  direct  to  the  Librarian  (see  page 
342  for  address) . 

A new  1976  NI  Library  List  is  in  preparation  and  will  be  available 
early  in  1976.  Further  details  will  be  announced  in  these  reports. 

Carl  Young;  Librarian 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


"Pat  on  the  back" 


I look  forward  to  the  bulletin  each  month,  and  know  it  takes  a hell 
of  a lot  of  work;  so  a pat  on  the  back. 

Glen  Kunzman,  Winnpeg,,  Manitoba 
(Ed.  and  staff:  Many  thanks,  Glen.) 


Greetings  to  NI  members  from  Hans  Schulman 

I am  sitting  here  far  away  from  the  hustle  bustle  of  the  United 
States  recuperating  from  a heart  attack  which  I had  early  in  April. 

At  that  time  I resigned  from  Schulman  Coin  and  Mint  and  severed  all 
connections.  I am  not  quitting  on  numismatics,  how  could  I?  Event- 
ually I will  get  back  to  New  York  and  do  business  just  under  my  own 
name,  consultations,  appraisals,  cataloguing,  etc. 

Please  give  my  greetings  to  the  members  and  advise  them  that  I am 
here  in  Spain  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  firm  that  carries  my 
name . 

I have  put  some  Spanish  sunshine  into  the  letter.  We  have  plenty  of 
that.  Alicante  is  a delightful  town  where  it  never  gets  cold  and 
where  the  son  shines  most  of  the  year. 

Hans  M.  F.  Schulman,  Alicante,  Spain 


Support  of  NI  Reference  Collection  Donations 


If  it  is  not  too  out  of  place,  I would  like  to  add  my  voice  to  your 
original  suggestion  and  Bill  Mullan's,  that  our  members  overseas 
give  specimens  of  their  small  change  to  N.I.'s  Reference  Collection. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  I am  sure  no  one  would  expect  members  to 
donate  crowns  and  commemorative  coins,  modern  minors  are  just  as 
important  in  their  own  way.  Perhaps  even  more  important,  because 
they  are  real  coinage,  whether  the  plastic  counters  used  in  the 
Italian  supermarket,  or  British  pennies! 

I do  not  feel  Mr.  Mullan,  or  anyone  else,  should  feel  apologetic 
about  collecting  19th  and  20th  Century  minors.  The  expensive  com- 
memorative and  NCLT  issues  anyone  with  money  can  buy,  but  try  to  get 
decent  specimens  of  some  of  the  war-time  minors  of  occupied  Europe 
or  the  low  denominations  of  some  of  the  small  countries!  That  is  a 
real  challenge,  I know. 

Between  Itybh  and  19^+7  my  wife  and  I amassed  a collection  of  around 
6000  ancient,  Roman  denarii,  Byzantine  Ae,  Greek  and  Imperial  bronze 
of  Asia  Minor.  We  spent  less  than  $500  on  these,  since,  being  school 
teachers  we  never  had  the  salary  to  spend  more,  though  heaven  knows 
we  had  the  chance.  Because  the  collection  became  too  valuable  to  hold 
in  our  home,  we  sold  it  to  the  University  here.  It  became  the 
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original  nucleus  of  the  collection  here. 


Because  I am  a born  collector,  I moved  into  19th  and  20th  century 
minors,  the  only  material  then,  as  it  seemed,  within  reach  of  a 
pastor's  purse.  We  had  several  hundred  between  us  from  our  travels 
in  the  30’ s,  40's,  and  50' s.  They  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  present 
collection.  Friends  travelling  overseas  have  been  good  to  help  us 
and  we  have  added  special  material,  year  by  year.  I think  we  began 
by  collecting  the  low  denomination  coins  given  by  "Wheat ies"  (break- 
fast cereal)  some  20  years  ago.  Try  and  get  some  of  those  coins 
now!  We  have  collected  for  interest,  not  profit,  and  eventually 
these  coins  will  be  given  to  the  University  Museum  as  a reference 
collection.  Perhaps  there  are  members  in  N.I.  in  this  country  who 
could  one  day  do  the  same  thing,  for  N.I.,  or  for  some  Museum  or 
University  in  which  they  are  interested. 

When  I look  at  the  small  change  we  used  in  Turkey,  Greece,  Palestine, 
Egypt,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  etc.,  in  the  1930's,  who  could  have 
dreamed  how  expensive  some  of  those  coins  would  be  now;  or,  more 
important,  how  hard  some  of  them  would  be  to  obtain  in  decent  con- 
dition. 

Recently  in  my  mail  there  was  a blurb  about  gold  and  silver  coins 
for  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Isles.  There  were  proofs  and  uncirculated; 
take  your  choice  from  $10  - $210  per  coin.  Except  for  a crown  in 
1969  these  Comic  Opera  Islands,  with  a population  of  6000  have 
never  had  their  own  currency  before.  I can  just  see  the  population 
paying  for  salt,  conch  shells  and  crayfish  (their  main  exports)  with 
this  beautiful  currency.  To  crown  it  all,  the  coins  would  always 
be  redeemable  for  U.S.  currency.  You  bet!  You  are  even  invited  to 
spend  them  on  the  island,  which  would  indeed  be  a most  generous 
gesture  after  paying  a substantial  premium  for  them.  And  of  course 
they  are  works  of  artl  (They  are  quite  attractive.) 

Well,  for  the  rich,  no  doubt  they  might  be  nice  to  own.  For  myself, 
if  I cannot  have  the  ancients,  I get  more  pleasure  trying  to  build 
up  a good  collection  of  minors.  In  these  inflationary  days  not  too 
many  dealers  want  to  be  bothered  with  them,  except  in  sets.  Hence 
there  is  a real  challenge  whether  you  wish  merely  a type  collection 
or  a complete  set  of  dates.  With  the  rapidly  changing  times  and 
values,  the  minor  coinage  is  both  fascinating  and  interesting.  Be- 
fore many  years  have  elapsed,  a reference  collection  will  be  invalu- 
able . 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 

Curator  of  Numismatics, 

The  University  of  Nebraska  State 
Museum,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 


NEW  MEMBERS  NEEDED 


NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our  interests.  Perhaps 
you  have  friends  who  do  not  know  of  Numismatics  International.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  bulletin  in  your  name  or 
send  you  as  many  membership  applications  as  you  desire.  Write  to 
Membership  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  30013;  Dallas,  Texas  75230- 


Trust  area  trilogy 

KIAO  CHAU 
NUMISMATICS 

Through  the  combined  efforts  of  Dolores  Davis,  Richard  Upton  and 
Robert  Yarborough,  the  following  three-part  numismatic  adventure 
takes  us  back  some  60  odd  years  and  across  the  Pacific  some  9000 
miles  to  the  former  German  Trust  Area  on  mainland  China. 

Most  all  general  foreign  collectors  are  familiar  with  the  two  Kiao 
Chau  coin  issues  of  1909>  the  5 Cent  piece  (Yl)  and  the  10  Cent 
piece  (Y2).  The  tale  of  the  two  pieces  pictured  below  is,  however, 
unique  and  unusual  and  is  told  to  us  by  Bob  Yarborough,  a former  US 
Air  Force  pilot  flying  B-52's  out  of  Guam  early  in  the  Vietnam  war. 

Kiao  Chau,  or  Kiaochow,  or  Kiautschau  (it  was  called  by  all  three 
names  depending  upon  who  you  were)  was  Germany’s  only  stronghold  and 
colony  on  mainland  China,  on  the  Asian  continent.  Following  the 
mirder  of  two  missionaries  in  189T  in  Shantung,  Germany  occupied 
Kiachow  Bay  for  a year.  In  1898,  through  negotiations  with  the 
Chinese  government,  Germany  obtained  a 99  year  lease  on  a 177  square 
mile  piece  of  land  including  the  city  of  Tsingtau.  German  influence 
and  colonization  formed  a trading  enclave  here  and  was  established 
as  a free -port  in  1899  with  a customs  house  to  collect  tariffs  on 
goods  moving  to  and  from  the  interior  of  China. 

The  Kiao  Chau  Trust  Area  was  short-lived  however.  A combined  Japan- 
ese-British  land  and  sea  attack  on  the  port  in  late  191^  was  success- 
ful and  put  and  end  to  the  German  sea  marauders  which  used  this  port 
as  their  Asian  supply  and  refitting  depot.  Such  German  snips  as  the 
SMS  Emden,  SMS  Ziethern,  SMS  Bremen  and  others  considered  Kiao  Chau 
as  their  home  port.  Many  commercial  transports  also  used  the  port 
as  a haven  and  refitting  depot. 

Japan  retained  possession  of  Kiao  Chau  until  1922  at  which  time  it 
was  returned  to  China  through  the  Washington  Conference.  Japan  again 
gained  possession  of  this  port  in  1938.  Kiao  Chau,  including  Tsingtaq 
is  now  part  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 


5 Cents 


10  Cents 


During  the  occupation  of  the  area  by  Germany,  two  official  coins  were 
in  use.  A cupro-nickel  5 cent  piece  and  a ten  cent  piece.  These 
two  coins  were  minted  at  several  of  the  German  mints  and  transported 
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to  Kiao  Chau  as  needed „ 


In  early  1917;  while  transporting  a number  of  the  coins,  the  German 
freighter  Cormorant  was  forced  to  seek  shelter  from  Allied  warships 
and  to  acquire  amnesty  protection  at  Guam.  The  United  States  had, 
at  this  time,  not  entered  World  War  I.  However,  some  months  later, 
upon  entering  the  "War  to  End  All  Wars",  the  United  States  governor 
of  Guam  ordered  the  captain  of  the  Cormorant  to  surrender  his  ship, 
his  crew,  and  himself.  The  amnesty  had  run  out. 

The  German  captain  did  partially  comply.  He  surrendered  his  crew  and 
himself.  However,  in  between,  he  scuttled  his  ship,-  sinking  the 
Cormorant  in  about  80  feet  of  water  in  Apia  harbor.  Sunk  with  full 
cargo  and  approximately  $2,000.00  worth  of  German  coins  in  her  safe, 
including  160  each  of  the  5 and  10  cent  Kiao  Chau  pieces. 

In  1967;  while  stationed  in  Guam,  Captain  Yarborough  became  acquaint- 
ed with  a native  Guamanian  who  had  discovered  the  location  of  the 
sunken  Cormorant  which  had  now  been  in  its  watery  grave  for  50  years. 

With  Yarborough  footing  the  expenses,  the  Guamanian  made  several 
dives  to  the  sunken  ship  and  retrieved  the  contents  of  the  ship's 
safe.  The  loot  was  divided  equally,  with  Captain  Yarborough  re- 
taining most  of  the  Kiao  Chau  pieces  which  he  and  Dick  Upton  sold  to 
collectors . 

The  point  of  this  story  is  that  not  only  is  there  romance  and  intrigue 
in  the  recovery  of  sunken  treasure  of  the  "Spanish  Main",  but  in  other 
sunken  treasures  as  well,  many  not  nearly  as  old. 

Our  Second  Part  of  the  Trilogy  Concerns  Tokens . 

In  her  collection  of  tokens,  Mrs.  Dolores  Davis  has  a token  that  she 
received  by  the  way  of  a coin  shop  in  Japan  in  1968.  Though  the 
question  of  how  this  token  got  to  the  Japanese  coin  shop  must  still 
be  answered,  here  is  the  saga  of  this  small  brass  token. 

The  Kiao  Chau  brass  "kantine"  token  was  used  by  the  Naval  Artillery 
Detachments  Kiao  Chau  during  the  early  1900's.  This  token,  like 
many  similar  tokens  used  on  the  German  warships  operating  out  of  this 
Far  Eastern  port,  was  used  in  the  base  canteen  only. 


20  Pfennig  Token 

Kiao  Chau  Naval  Artl.  Abtlg.  Kantine 


The  token  pictured  above  is  21mm  and  carries  the  following  legends: 

Obverse:  KANTINE  MATR.  ARTL.  ABTLG.  KIATSCH0U 

Kantine  Mat r(o sen)  Art(i)l(lerie)  Abt(ei)l(ung) 
(battalion)  Kiau  Chau. 

The  denomination  20  is  in  the  center. 

Reverse:  Only  the  denomination  20. 
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This  particular  token  is  unique  inasmuch  as  it  is  believed  to  have 
been  used  by  others  after  the  fall  of  Kiao  Chau  in  1914,  as  it  has 
two  "chop  marks"  on  the  reverse  and  a "crowned  B"  counterstamp  on 
the  obverse  above  the  denomination.  The  obverse  is  also  "chop 
marked" . 

This  token  was  used  in  the  kantine  as  a food  token  by  the  crews  of 
the  naval  shore  batteries  which  armed  and  protected  the  port . Like 
the  regular  Kiao  Chau  coinage,  these  tokens  were  short-lived  and  are 
now  obsolete. 

If  anyone  can  add  to  this  story,  or  solve  the  mystery  of  the  "chop 
marks"  and  "counterstamp",  Mrs.  Davis  would  surely  appreciate  it. 

The  chop  marks  and  counterstamp  appear  as  outlined  below: 


& 

Obverse 

The  point  of  this  story  is  that  even  after  attribution  of  the  token 
by  the  likes  of  Dr.  Steinhilber,  Landeskonservator-Staatliche  Munz- 
ammlung,  and  Kurt  Jaeger,  there  still  remains  a mystery,  an  unknown 
factor,  which  is  as  much  a part  of  numismatics,  as  the  collecting  of 
the  piece. 

The  Final  Portion  of  Our  Trilogy  Concerns  Commemorative  "Notgeld" 
Currency. 

With  the  fall  of  Kiao  Chau  on  7 November  1914,  so  began  the  fall  and 
loss  of  all  overseas  colonies  in  the  German  colonial  empire „ 

Though  not  a large  colonizer,  Germany  had  established  a number  of 
Asian  and  African  colonies  of  much  natural  and  stategic  wealth. 
However,  as  WWI  began  to  slip  away  from  her,  so  did  her  colonies. 

During  the  notgeld  period  of  1920-1921  numerous  sets  of  notgeld  notes 
were  issued  commemorating  the  colonies  and  colonizers.  Such  places 
and  names  as  Kamerun,  Togo,  Kiatschau,  Deutsche  Sudseeinseln,  Deutsch 
Ost  Afrika,  Deutsch  Sudwest  Afrika  and  Albert  Luderitz,  von  Wissman, 
Carl  Woermann,  von  Lettow-Vorbeck,  Dr»  Carl  Peters,  Bismark  were 
popular  in  colonial  circles. 

However,  on  24  November  1921,  the  city  of  NeuStadt  i/Mech.  issued  a 
set  of  8 notgeld  notes  in  50  and  75  pfennig  denominations,  commemor- 
ating the  loss  of  the  eight  former  German  colonies,  including  Kiao 
Chau. 

The  notes  are  done  in  bright  colors:  reds,  yellows,  black  and  natural 
greens,  blues  and  browns,  and  picture  various  scenes  from  the  colon- 
ies. In  notgeld  collecting  circles  this  set  of  notes  is  known  as  the 
"Lost  Colonies  Set". 

Below  is  the  reverse  of  the  Kiao  Chau  note  from  that  set.  It 
pictures  the  German  Colonial  Club  in  Tsingtau,  and  tells  of  the 
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Reverse 


colony  and  its  loss. 


50  Pfennig  (Reverse) 

Kiao  Chau 

(From  Lost  Colonies  Notgeld  Set) 


And  so  our  trilogy  ends.  It  told  of  the  founding  of  the  Kiao  Chau 
Trust  Area,  of  its  rise  and  fall,  of  its  commemoration.  It  told  of 
sunken  treasure  and  counterstamped  tokens,  or  war  and  peace,  of  in- 
trigue and  mystery. 

It  made  the  point  that  there  is  more  to  numismatics,  whether  it  he 
regular  issues  or  substitutes,  than  the  coin  or  token  or  note  that 
is  collected.  It  is  those  stories  behind  the  pieces  collected  where- 
in lies  the  real  fun  and  benefits  of  numismatics. 

References : 

Monetary  History  of  Former  German  Trust  Areas  - Gunther  Meinhardt. 
American  Peoples  Encyclopedia 
A History  of  the  Germanies 
Rundschau,  Dortmund,  Germany 

Janes  Fighting  Ships  and  Janes  Non-Fighting  Ships 
German  Embassy  - Washington,  D.  Co 

Personal  involvements  and  correspondence  of  contributors. 


A FELLOW  WHO  LIVED  IN  AN  ATTIC 
WAS  HOARDING  ALL  THINGS  NUMISMATIC; 

TO  HIS  UTTER  DISMAY 
THE  OLD  FLOORBOARDS  GAVE  WAY  - 
HIS  LIFE  ENDED  RATHER  DRAMATIC! 

Limerick  by  Gabriel  A.  Grams 
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BY-ROADS  OP  NUMISMATICS: 


“Yedi  Domuzlar” 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Curator  of  Numismatics, 
University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum 


This  brass  "token"  takes  its  name,  The  Seven  Pigs,  very  obviously 
from  the  reverse.  It  has  an  amusing  history. 


Sultan) 


The  obverse  inscription  reads  "BASILENS  ",  the  second  word 

not  entirely  clear.  We  are  pretty  sure  it  is  the  Greek  word  for 
pigs,  hence  "King  of  the  Pigs  (or  Swine)".  It  weighs  17.20  grams 
and  it  is  32mm.  in  diameter. 

In  the  old  Grand  Bazaar  of  Istanbul,  prior  to  the  1930* s,  there  used 
to  be  a famous  dealer  in  antiques  and  coins,  an  Armenian  named 
Andronikyan.  There  came  a time  when  only  a trickle  of  classical 
coins  was  finding  their  way  into  the  Grand  Bazaar,  and  the  supply 
could  not  keep  up  with  the  demand.  Andronikyan,  like  all  Armenians, 
being  a smart  businessman,  hit  upon  the  idea  of  having  made  a number 
of  thick  brass  "tokens",  with  the  designs  shown  in  the  illustration 
above.  To  each  peasant  who  brought  him  in  some  odd  coins  he  would 
give  one,  saying,  "If  you  find  one  like  this  in  gold,  I shall  give 
you  a large  sum  of  money."  Of  course  no  such  gold  piece  existed, 
but  the  search  greatly  increased  the  flow  of  coins. 

I happened  to  see  one  of  these  brass  pieces  in  the  junk  box  of  a 
Greek  friend  of  mine  who  had  purchased  Andronikyan 1 s business,  and 
who  was,  in  fact,  a graduate  of  the  English  High  School  where  I 
taught.  He  told  me  the  story,  and  since  I did  a lot  of  business  for 
him,  as  well  as  with  him,  I simply  pocketed  the  piece. 

During  World  War  II,  every  once  in  a while  in  some  dealer's  shop, 
one  would  see  one  of  these  pieces.  Perhaps  the  most  amusing  part  of 
this  story  is  that  in  1945/46  there  was  in  Istanbul  a member  of  a 
foreign  cultural  organization  who  was  trying  to  buy  up  these  pieces 
as  rare  coins!  I often  wonder  how  many  he  found,  and  whether  he  has 
ever  discovered  what  they  really  are.  They  do  have  a place,  if  not 
in  the  catalogue  of  Greek  coins,  at  least  in  the  history  of  Greek 
numismatics! 

(Token  pictured  is  in  the  collection  of  the  University  of  Nebraska 
State  Museum.) 
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THE  AZTEC 
(STONE  OF 


CALENDAR  STONE 
THE  SUN) 


(Reprinted  in  part  from  TERRY'S  GUIDE  TO  MEXICO,  19  U3  Edition.) 
Submitted  by  Ed  Busse,  Jr. 


The  Aztec  Calendar  Stone  is  a huge  rectangular  parallelopedon  of 
basaltic  prophry  12  feet  in  diameter  by  3 feet  thick,  which  weighs 
2k  tons  and  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  Aztec  relics. 

When  found  (about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century)  in  the  sub-soil 
of  the  Plaza  Mayor,  it  showed  traces  of  having  been  covered  with  red 
pigment.  "Fearful  that  the  sight  of  the  stone  might  influence  the 
Indians  to  revert  to  idol  worship,  Arbishop  Montufar  caused  it  to  be 
reburied,  but  not  before  it  was  considerably  mutilated  by  the  natives, 
some  of  whom  took  the  opportunity  of  manifesting  their  horror  of  the 
ancient  gods  by  pelting  with  stones  this  relic  of  their  paganism". 
Parts  of  the  stone  were  also  broken  off  when  it  was  thrown  down  from 
the  temple  and  buried  by  the  Spaniards.  It  was  dug  up  again  in 
December  1790  and  cemented  on  to  the  base  of  the  west  tower  of  the 
Cathedral,  where  it  remained  for  nearly  a century,  exposed  to  the 
view  of  all  passers-by,  and  to  the  action  of  the  elements.  It  was 
moved  to  the  Museo  in  1885 . 

This  immense  specimen,  which  resembles  an  irregular  millstone  with  a 
disc  carved  on  it  in  low  relief,  evidently  served  the  Aztecs  as  a 
calendar  stone  and  sun-dial:  the  face  is  carved  with  chronological 

and  astronomical  signs  in  geometrical  order.  The  central  figure,  with 
a protruding  tongue,  represents  the  sun  - tonatiuh;  the  segments 
radiating  toward  the  edge  of  the  discs  are  symbolic  of  its  rays. 
Encircling  this  central  figure  are  seven  rings  of  unequal  widths: 
from  the  third  to  the  seventh  they  are  incomplete.  The  inner  rings 
represents  two  groups  of  signs:  each  group  containing  four  symbols. 

Above  the  face  is  an  arrowhead,  symbolic  of  the  wind  (echecatl)  and 
beneath  it  a cluster  of  balls  and  hieroglyphs.  In  the  rectangles 
above  and  below  the  eagle-claws  at  the  right  and  left  of  the  face, 
are  symbols  representing  the  four  elements:  Air,  Fire,  Water  and 

Earth.  The  symbols  on  both  sides  of  the  upper  arrowhead  are  supposed 
to  represent  the  years.  Five  ornamental  discs  fill  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  symbols.  The  rectangles  of  the  second  ring  contain  the 
names  of  the  days  of  the  Aztec  month.  They  begin  above  the  point  of 
the  arrowhead  and  continue  toward  the  left,  thus:  Cipatli  (first 

light);  Echecatl  (wind);  Calli  (house);  Cuetzpallin  (lizard);  Coatl 
(serpent);  Miquitli  (death);  Mazatl  (deer);  Tochtli  (rabbit);  Atl 
(water);  Itzcuinctli  (dog);  Ozomatli  (twisted  plant);  Acatl  (sugar 
cane);  Ocelotl  (tiger);  Cuauhtli  (eagle);  Coscacauahtli  (vulture); 
Ollin  tonatiuh  (sun  movement);  Tecpatl  (flint);  Quiahuiti  (music); 
Xochitl  (flower). 

The  third  ring  contains  kO  small  squares;  each  with  five  balls  sup- 
posed to  represent  days  --  200  in  all.  Crossing  this  ring  and  ex- 
tending to  the  sixth,  are  four  large  arrowheads.  The  latter  ring  is 
the  largest  of  all  and  is  formed  by  two  huge  serpents  whose  tails 
terminate  in  arrowheads  ornamented  with  feathers.  The  chronological 
figure  between  the  ends  of  the  tails  signifies  reed  (acatal),  and 
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is  thought  to  correspond  to  the  year  1479  of  our  era.  The  human 
heads  ornamented  with  feathers,  eagle-claws,  discs,  ear-pendants  and 
whatnot,  represent  the  gods:  at  the  left  - Tonatiuh  (The  Sun),  and 

at  the  right  - Quetzalcoatl  (God  of  the  Air). 

The  rim  of  the  huge  stone  is  adorned  with  many  conical  glyptics, 
half-stars  and  balls  --  symbolic  of  the  heavens  with  their  worlds 
and  stars. 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  342): 
ISRAEL 

*y83  10  Pounds  1975,  Silver,  Chanukah  1975 

*Y84  25  Pounds  1975;  Silver,  Pidyon  Haben  1975 

MONACO 

*Y28  50  Francs  1974,  .900  Silver  (4lmm) 

PANAMA 

*Y42  500  Balboas  1975,  .900  Gold  (45mm), 

500th  Anniversary  Birth  of  Balboa 

RHODESIA 

Y9  5 Cents  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (19.3mm) 

(Continued  on  page  371) 
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THE  GREAT  POWERS 
THROUGH  26  CENTURIES 

by  Craig  Alden  Bums 

How  good  are  you  on  history?  For  instance,  just  name,  please,  the 
greatest  power  in  the  world  in  the  5th  century  AD,  the  12th  century, 
and  the  19th  century  (i’ll  wait  for  your  answer). 

Remember  the  saying  "The  sun  never  sets  on  the  British  Empire"?  It 
does  now,  but  it  didn’t  in  the  last  century,  and  that  helps  us  to  re- 
member Great  Britain  as  the  greatest  power  of  the  19th  century.  And, 
of  course,  France  was  the  No.  1 power  in  the  century  preceding  it. 

But  the  12th  century  --  do  we  have  any  saying  about  it?  No,  we  don't, 
and  any  news  about  its  greatest  power  is  totally  lacking  in  the  his- 
tory books  of  our  Western  Nations,  because  the  greatest  power  in  the 
12th  century  was  begun  by  a prophet,  a religious  fanatic  of  a non- 
Christian  faith.  Here  is  how  it  happened: 

In  the  middle  of  the  11th  century,  the  successes  of  the  Christians  in 
Northern  Spain,  the  energy  of  the  Genoese  and  Pisans  in  recovering 
for  Christendom  the  islands  of  Corsica  and  Sardinia,  and  the  valor 
of  the  Normans  in  Southern  Italy  had  thoroughly  humbled  the  power  of 
the  Muslims  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Fatimids  of  Egypt  alone  main- 
tained the  ancient  prestige  of  the  Saracens.  It  was  time  for  a Mo- 
hammedan revival,  and  among  a people  so  easily  excited  by  religious 
exaltation  as  the  Berbers,  a revival  was  always  possible  if  a prophet 
could  be  found.  This  prophet  appeared  among  the  tribe  of  Lamtuna  in 
the  person  of  Abd-Allah  ibn  Tashfin  who  preached  a holy  war  for  the 
glory  of  Islam,  and  the  Berbers  were  not  slow  to  follow  him.  His 
adherents  called  themselves  Al-Murabitin,  which  means  literally 
"pickets  who  have  hobbled  their  horses  on  the  enemies'  frontier", 
and  hence  "Protagonists  for  the  Faith" . The  Spaniards  corrupted  the 
name  into  Almoravides.  The  Lamtuna  Berbers  under  this  prophet,  Abd 
Allah,  were  joined  by  the  great  clan  of  the  Masmuda,  and  led  by 
their  leader  Aba  Bakr  and  his  second  cousin,  Yusuf  ibn  Tashfin,  re- 
duced Sijilmasa  and  Aghmat  by  1068  AD,  founded  the  city  of  Marrakush 
(Morocco),  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  15  years  spread  over  Fez, 
Mequinez,  Ceata,  Tangier,  Salee,  and  the  west  of  Morocco.  Next  they 
moved  on  to  Spain  to  become  the  'greatest  power  in  the  12th  century  — 
the  Almoravides  ( in  case  you  have  already  forgotten)  of  Morocco, 
part  of  Algeria,  and  Southern  Spain. 

Now,  how  about  the  5th  century  AD?  Well,  as  you  remember,  the  Roman 
Empire  was  on  top  for  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  centuries 
after  Christ.  By  the  5th  century  the  Goths  and  Huns  were  decimating 
Italy  along  with  the  Roman  possessions  eastward,  and  Rome  was  no 
longer  No.  1.  It  wasn’t  even  No.  10  because  it  got  hit  so  hard,  and 
this  left  room  for  an  eastern  power  to  move  up  to  the  1st  place:  The 

Guptas  of  northeastern  India.  These  early  Guptas  sprang  up  from 
native  kings  southeast  of  the  Kushan  empire.  A great  Hindu  revival 
occurred  between  AD  300  and  550;  and  the  Gupta  capital  was  first  at 
Pataliputra  and  later  at  Ayodnya.  Chandragupta  (305-325  AD)  estab- 
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lished  in  Magadha  the  Gupta  Dynasty  of  native  kings . His  successor, 
Samudragupta  (325-376  AD),  in  a reign  of  50  years,  made  himself  one 
of  the  foremost  monarchs  in  India's  long  history.  He  sent  his  con- 
quering armies  and  tax-collectors  into  Bengal,  Assam,  Nepal  and 
southern  India,  and  spent  the  treasure  brought  to  him  from  vassal 
states  in  promoting  literature,  science,  religion  and  arts  (what 
better  can  one  do  with  money? ) . These  Guptas  established  free 
hospitals,  for  instance,  three  centuries  before  the  first  hospital 
was  built  in  Europe. 

My  goodness,  aren't  we  ignorant  of  history?  So  many  new  names  of 
persons  and  places;  and  to  think,  all  this  took  place  on  the  easy 
plane  of  our  five  senses,  with  time  as  the  marker.  What  can  we  do 
with  the  other  more  difficult  planes  out  of  our  five  senses?  How 
do  we  master  them?  There  is  really  no  time  to  sit  around  and  loaf, 
is  there? 

I found  my  way  into  numismatics  through  a long-time  interest  in  world 
history.  I started  to  collect  some  artifacts  of  historical  context 
(you  know,  something  with  the  original  vibrations)  and  I soon  found 
that  ancient  coins  were  the  commonest  artifacts  around.  My  search 
for  historical  artifacts  has  taken  me  to  52  different  countries,  and 
I personally  prefer  Afghanistan  the  most,  having  roamed  its  desert 
wastes  several  times.  What  wonderful  people  the  Afghans  are! 

You  know,  some  of  the  Great  Powers  since  Christ  didn't  even  use 
coins--well,  China,  which  has  been  a great  power  more  than  any  other 
region,  only  used  square-holed  bronze  cash  pieces  by  the  millions, 
but  say,  Mexico  in  her  prime  in  the  2nd  and  3 rd  centuries  AD  had  no 
money  as  such.  Neither  did  the  Incas  of  Peru  in  their  prime  in  the 
15th  century.  Nor  do  we  yet  associate  any  coinage  with  Cambodia 
when  those  enlightened  people  were  building  Angkor  Wat. 

Now  let  me  list  names  of  a number  of  the  10  greater  powers  during 
some  earlier  centuries  --  just  so  you  can  test  your  historical  know- 
ledge once  again.  How  about  the  Kingdom  of  Sriva  -Jaya  (which  lasted 
for  500  years)?  The  Kingdom  of  Rashtrakuta  (which  existed  for  two 
centuries  and  not  a coin  attributed  to  it  yet)?  The  Kingdom  of  Axum 
who  first  used  the  Christian  cross  on  their  coins--surely  you've 
heard  about  Axum?  And  being  numismatists,  you  and  I have  heard  about 
Elimyas,  Persis,  Palmyra,  and  those  scavangers,  the  Ephthalites  in 
the  5"th  century  AD,  the  Avars  in  the  6th,  the  Kingdom  of  Harsha 
Vardhama  in  the  7th,  the  Khazars  in  the  8th,  Beneventum  in  the  9th 
and  the  Samanids  in  the  10th.  (The  wide,  thin  silver  bracteates  of 
central  Europe  in  the  11th  & 12th  centuries  were  probably  copied  from 
the  Samanid  silver  dirhems  brought  back  in  trunkfuls  by  the  Vikings <») 
These  were  all  major  powers,  mind  you;  not  No.  1,  perhaps,  but  in  the 
Top-10  League. 

Alio  wine  to  simplify  it  all  for  you  with  the  following  "Great  Wheel  of 
History"  which  I have  devised  for  my  own  pleasure  after  consulting 
several  eminent  Professors  of  History  and  other  generally  knowledge- 
able persons,  as  well  as  innumerable  books.  There  are  bound  to  be 
some  mistakes,  so  if  you  find  one,  please  bring  it  to  my  attention. 

In  using  the  "wheel"  you  will  notice  that  the  No.  1 power  for  each 
century  is  on  the  outer  rim  of  the  circle.  No.  10  is  in  smaller 
print  closest  to  the  center.  One  clock  hand  separates  BC  from  AD, 
and  the  other  separates  the  beginning  of  coins  (7th  century  BC)  from 
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the  19th  century,,  which  of  course,  is  the  last  completed  century  -- 
who  knows  what  might  yet  happen  in  this  20th  century  of  ours.  Maybe 
the  terrorists  will  become  No.  1 power,  becoming  the  Vandals  in  our 
very  midstl 

No,  I’m  not  going  to  tell  you  where  each  power  was  or  who  it  was.  An 
encyclopedia  is  useful  here,  and  personally,  I prefer  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica,  11th  Edition,  printed  in  1910  in  England,  the  product  of 
supreme  scholarship  in  the  English  Universities  (Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
mainly)  as  a result  of  Great  Britain  being  the  greatest  power  on 
earth  during  the  19th  century.  Also,  a historical  atlas  gives  visual 
aid  and  helps  the  memory. 

I might  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  are  wheels  within  wheels, 
that  you  and  I may  have  been  around  before,  but  as  numismatists  we 
are  pretty  well  stuck  with  the  coarser  vibrations  of  sturdy  bronze, 
blackened  silver  and  lovely  gleaming  gold. 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH)  : 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from 
the  collection  for  research  purposes  can  do  so  simply  by  paying 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways. 

SIERRA  LEONE:  Y1  - 1964;  Y2  - 1964. 

Singapore:  yi  - 1969*  1973;  Y4  - 1967. 

SOMALIA:  Yl  - 1950. 

SOUTH  AFRICA:  Y33  - 1942;  Y34  - 1940;  Y53  - 1951;  756  - 1952;  Y59  - 

1953.  1955;  Y62  - 1959;  Y67  - 1958;  Y70  - i960;  Y7i  - 

1961,  1964;  Y72  - 1961;  Y83  - 1965;  Y83a  - 1965. 

SOUTH  ARABIA:  Yl  - 1964. 

SOUTH  KOREA:  Yl  - 4292  ; Y2  - 4294;  Y3  - 4292;  Y4  - 1967;  74a  - 1968, 
1969;  75  - 1969;  76  - 1967;  1971;  77  - 1971. 

SOUTH  VIETNAM:  71  - 1953;  Y6  - 1963;  Y7  - 1964;  Y7a  - 197 1;  y8  - 1966; 

Y8a  - 197 1;  Y9  - 1964;  Y9a  - 1970;  Y12  - 1971;  Y13  - 

1974. 

SPAIN:  Ylll  - 1941,  1945;  Y112  - 1944;  Y113  - 1953(1956),  1953  (1962), 

1963(1964);  Y116  - 1949(1952);  Y117  - 1949(1950);  Yll8  - 
1957(1959);  1957(1960),  1957(1962);  Y121  - 1959;  Y122  - 
1966(1966);  Y125  - 1966(1972). 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS:  Y27  - 1916;  Y30  - 1920. 

SUDAN:  734  - 1956,  I960;  Y35  - 1956;  Y36  - 1962;  Y37  - 1962;  Y39  - 
1956;  Y40  - 1956. 

SURINAM:  Y2  - 1962;  Y3  - 1962;  Y35a  - 1943- 

SWAZILAND:  10  Cents  1968  Proof  (in  case). 

SWEDEN:  y45  - 1935;  Y46  - 1934,  1935;  770  - 1943;  772  - 1956,  1957, 
i960,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965;  TO  - 1956,  196I;  774  - 1958; 

Y83  - 1965;  Y88  - 1972. 

(Continued  on  page  361) 
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THE  COINS  COUNTERSTAMPED 
IN  LESVOS  ISLAND  (GREECE) 


by  Costas  A.  Papadopoulos,  Piraeus,  Greece  (NI  442) 

Below  are  shown  some  of  the  Ottoman  coins  which  were  counterstamped 
in  Lesvos  Island.  It  is  believed  that  thirty,  or  even  more,  villages 
have  used  countermarked  coins  on  this  island. 


The  coins  of  certain  villages  have  undoubtedly  circulated  for  a very 
short  period  of  time  as  they  were  substituted  for  the  countermarked 
coins  of  larger  neighboring  villages,  such  as  Ploumari  for  example, 
which  seems  to  have  issued  the  largest  quantity  of  countermarked 
coins . 


In  Lesvos  island  the  type  of  countermarks  consists  of  the  initials 
of  the  name  of  the  issuing  village,  not  of  the  name  of  the  church, 
as  happened  with  the  countermarked  coins  of  Thassos  island. 


The  known  counterstamps  of  Lesvos  villages: 


PLOUMARI  - TYPE  I 


PLOUMARI  -- 

TYPE  I:  f|OT  an^  the  Turkish 

tughras.  (POTAMOS  is  the 
earlier  name  of  PLOUMARI) . 

TYPE  II:  Same  as  above  plus  AH- 

TYPE  III:  Arabic  counterstamp  plus 

a n , plus  n A • 

METELINI:  Countermark  only  in  Arabic. 

AGGIASSOS : Countermark  is  an  A in  many 

varieties . 


VATTOUSSA 

c/m  bt£ 


TELONIA 
c/m  TEA 
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BATERA:  Countermark  - l8B8l 


VASSILIKA:  Countermark  - BAT  KAPPI:  Countermark  - KAfl 


ERESSOS:  Countermark  EP£ 

M3  2 


AFALIONOS  : Countermark  - AFAA- 


KALLONI:  Countermark  - K*A 


KLEIO:  Countermark  KA; 

(sometimes  the  K is  broken). 
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PETRA:  Countermark  - HTP  POLYHNITOS : Countermark  - nx 


In  a future  article  I will  publish  the  countermarked  coins  of  Lemnos 
island,  some  early  countermarks  of  Thassos  island  and  some  additional 
coins  of  Lesvos  island. 


CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  C0LIJ1CTI0N  (Continued  from  page  358): 


SWITZERLAND:  Y19  - 1932;  Y23  - 1927.  1955;  1962,  1964,  1965;  1969; 

Y24  - 1947;  1954,  1962;  Y25  - 1962;  Y30  - 1962,  1968 
(London);  Y54  - 1955;  1957;  1963;  Y55  - 1957;  1963. 

SYRIA:  Y3  - 1926;  Y24  - 1962;  Y26  - 1962. 

TANZANIA:  Y1  - 1966. 

THAILAND  (SIAM):  Y57  - BE2485( 1942) ; Y60  - BE2487( 1944) ; TJO  - 

BE2489(l946);  Y71  - BE2489(1946);  Y72  - BE2493( 1950) ; Y73  - 

BE2493(1950);  Y78  - BE2500(1957);  Y79  - BE2500(1957) ; Y80  - 

BE2500(1957);  Y82  - BE2500(1957);  Y83  - BE2504(l96l);  y84  - 

BE2505(1962);  Y85  - nd(1963);  Y87  - BE2509(i966) . 

TONGA:  y4  - 1967;  Y5  - 1967- 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO:  Y1  - 1966;  1967;  1968;  Y2  - 1966;  Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 

1966. 

TUNISIA:  Y38  - 1340-1921,  1360-1941;  Y39  - 1340-1921;  Y73  - I38O-I96O. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NI  BULLETIN:  The  Friday  following  the 

second  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  deadline  for  material  to  be 
published  in  the  NI  Bulletin  for  the  following  month. 
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IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Below  is  pictured  a silver  crown  thought  to  be  from  East  Frisia 
and  possibly  dated  1590.  This  photo  was  submitted  by  NI  member 
Francis  G.  Sanders,  P.  0.  Box  625,  Browns  Mills,  N.  J.  08015 . 

If  any  member  can  help  Mr.  Sanders  on  positive  identification  of 
this  piece,  it  would  be  appreciated. 


The  side  with  the  crowned  eagles  has  a legend  reading  DA  PACE(m) 
DOMINE  IN  DIEBVS  NOS(TRIS)  which  translates  roughly  into  "Give 
Peace,  Lord,  in  our  Days". 

The  legend  on  the  other  side  is  not  clear.  It  partly  reads: 

EDZ  E--0H  CO  E 10  PHIR  0. 


Nazi  Propaganda  Note 


Frank  M.  Orlowski,  Box  124,  Austin,  MN  55912  requests  information 
on  the  below  note.  Perhaps  some  NI  member  could  assist  with  some 
details.  The  note  is  similar  to  Friedberg  #1700. 

The  obverse  is  printed  in  black;  serial  and  has  an 

orange  seal.  A small  legend  above  THE  UNTIED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  reads: 
* OVA  NOVCANICA  OVLASCUJE  --  DANEUGROZEN  PREBJEGNES  * / KNJEMACK- 
0I0RUZAN0J  SILI.  The  lettering  across  the  seal  reads  in  3 lines: 
POZrVUU  TE,  DA  OD  PARTIZANA  PREBJEGNES  K / NJEMACKOJ  ORUZANOJ 
SILI!  TOM  UPUTNICOM  / U RUKAMA  OSLOBADJAS  SE  OD  SVAKE  KAZNE.  The 
lettering  below  TEN  DOLLARS  reads:  TA  NOVCANICA  DODUSE  NE  VRIEDI, 

ALI  TI  GARANTIRA  ZIVOT. 


1 
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The  reverse  (pictured)  is  printed  in  green  and  the  lettering  in  the 
center  of  the  note  is  black.  The  German  translates:  "Deserter's 

voucher.  Do  not  shoot,  rather  bring  to  the  nearest  German  outpost 
and  treat  well."  The  other  two  languages,  one  Russian,  states  the 
same  thing. 

The  note  is  not  engraved  as  the  geometric  designs  are  poorly  de- 
fined, and  the  quality  of  the  paper  is  very  poor* 


Dutch  Jetons  (September  1975  IDENTIFICATION,  Please,  pp.  270-272) 

Member  Francis  G.  Sanders  expresses  his  thanks  to  the  several 
members  who  replied  to  his  request  for  information  on  the  twelve 
tokens,  jetons,  etc.  published  in  IDENTIFICATION,  Please?,  September 
1975,  PP*  270-272.  Practically  all  that  replied  identified  these 
pieces  as  Jetons  struck  during  (and  for  some  time  afterward)  the 
"Dutch  Revolt"  (1566-1648) . 

Hans  M.  F.  Schulman,  Alicante,  Spain  wrote  "Since  they  were  issued 
during  the  Spanish  occupation,  many  are  political  and  show  either 
events  or  political  criticism  of  the  Spanish  rulers." 

Val  DeCarlo,  Patchogue,  N.  Y.  wrote  explaining  how  they  were  used 
by  the  government  accounting  offices: 

"...used  in  early  times  to  mathematically  compute  business  trans- 
actions; addition,  subtraction.  The  jetons  were  placed  on  a board 
divided  into  sections  to  represent  various  values.  As  the  jetons 
were  moved  so  did  the  values  which  they  represented.  The  whole  con- 
traption worked  much  like  an  abacus." 

DeCarlo  further  explained  that  he  learned  of  this  excellent  descrip- 
tion of  their  use  from  a price  list  issued  by  Pete  Hamilton. 

The  most  detailed  reply  came  from  Peter  Krameveld,  Purmerend,  The 
Netherlands.  Peter  researched,  though  the  courtesy  of  Jacques 
Schulman,  the  well  known  Amsterdam  numismatist  and  dealer,  the 
pieces  in  two  rare  out  of  print  references:  Le  jeton  historique 

des  dix-sept  provinces  des  Pays  Bas,  Bruxelles  1877;  by  Dr.  J.  F. 
Dugniolle  and  Beschrijving  der  Nederlandse  Historiepenningen,  The 
Hague  1726,  by  Mr.  G.  van  Loon.  These  references  are  in  the  library 
of  Mr.  Schulman.  Below  are  his  findings  from  these  rare  texts. 

Van  Loon 

Place  of  Dugniolle  Part,  Page 

No . Date  Striking  Number  and  Number  Occasion  for  striking 

1 1595  Brussels  D3373  vL  1-465-1  On  the  capture  of  Sel- 

volda,  Belgium  by  the 
Spanish. 

Obv. : Soldiers  ramming  the  gate  of  a tower. 

Rev.:  Commemorative  text. 

2 1590  ? D3256  vL  1-412  On  the  election  of 

Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange 
as  stadholder. 

Obv.:  6 arms  holding  pole  with  liberty  hat. 

Rev.:  2 hands  holding  6 arrows  (for  6 provinces). 
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No. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 

11 


12 


Date 

Place  of 
Striking 

Dugniolle 

Number 

Van  Loon 
Part,  Page 

and  Number  Occasion  for  striking 

1592 

Dordrecht 

D3304 

vL  1-431-1  On  the  capture  of 
Steenwijk,  Ootmarsum  and 
Coevorden  by  troops  of  the 
Estates  General  of  the  Neth- 
erlands . 

Obv. : 

"Jehova" 

in  Hebrew, 

arm  from  sky,  3 cities. 

Rev. : 

C ommemo  rat i ve  text. 

1570  Middelburg  D25l8  vL  1-135  On  the  floodings  in 

Zeeland . 

Obv.:  Arms  of  Zeeland  (Maria's  blessing  and  the  light  of  our 

Lord) . 

Rev.:  Flooded  city,  storm  (We  are  helped  against  our  enemy). 

1592  Antwerp  D3317 

Obv.:  Philip  II,  King  of  Spain. 

Rev.:  Coat  of  Anns  (jeton  of  the  Bureau  of  Finance). 

1589  Dordrecht  D323O  vL  1-394-2  On  the  defeat  of  the 

Armada . 

Obv.:  Elizabeth  I in  triumphal  chariot. 

Rev.:  Tree,  birds  fighting  off  bird  of  prey. 

l68l  Brussels  D4456  vL  11-294  On  the  alliance  of 

Spain,  France  and  England. 

Obv. : King  Charles  II  of  Spain  on  horseback. 

Rev.:  2 hands,  horn  of  plenty,  English  rose,  olive  branch. 


1607  Middelburg  D3620  vL  11-27  On  the  peace  negoti- 

ations between  Spain  and  the 
Netherlands . 

Obv.:  3 hornb lowers  announcing  peace. 

Rev.:  2 armies  in  battle. 


1638  Brussels  D3929  vL  11-243-1  On  the  capture  of 

Calloo,  Belgium  by  the 
Spaniards . 

Obv. : King  Philip  IV  of  Spain  on  horseback. 

Rev.:  Ship  rocked  by  waves  (I  turn  up  after  having  been  rocked). 


1669  French  jeton 
Rev.:  Arms  of  Paris. 

1662  Utrecht  D4l85  vL  11-497-2  On  the  alliance  between 

France,  England  and  the  Neth- 
erlands . 

Obv.:  Lion  (arms  of  the  Netherlands)  holding  scales  and  arrows. 

Rev. : Arms  of  the  7 provinces  interconnected,  around  hat  of 

freedom. 

(Unidentified) 

This  piece  appears  to  be  a combination  of  two  obverses  of  a 
Utrecht  copper  doit.  However,  with  one  side  dated  1686  and  the 
other  dated  I687,  it  still  is  a puzzle.  It  is  unlikely  that 
it  is  a normal  error,  being  that  two  different  dates  are  in- 
volved. Anyone  have  any  ideas? 
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Member  Hans  Schulman  further  writes  concerning  No.  12:  "In  the  old 

days  the  mint  in  Utrecht  wasn’t  so  perfect  and  planchets  were  some- 
times mixed  up.  You  find  doits  with  obverse  on  both  sides  and  also 
with  reverses  on  both  sides.  It  is  not  strange  that  2 different 
obverses  could  exist.  I have  not  seen  another,  but  that  does  not 
mean  it  is  such  an  unusual  item." 


Member  Philip  Mernick,  London,  England  gave  further  explanations 
to  supplement  Peter  Krameveld's  fine  research  on  some  of  the  items 
as  follows: 


No.  2:  Represents  the  unifying  of  the  six  provinces  of  Holland  in 

order  to  maintain  liberty  based  on  the  reformed  religion. 
(Pillar,  or  pole,  supported  by  6 hands  and  surmounted  by 
the  cap  of  liberty,  is  resting  on  a book,  representing 
reformed  religion.) 

No.  4:  Represents  the  city  of  Middleburg  in  Walcheren  Island  with- 

standing the  effects  of  the  great  floods  of  that  year,  in 
which  a claimed  100, 000  people  died! 


No.  6:  Rev.:  Birds  in  nest  protecting  themselves  against  bird  of 

prey  (Spain).  Represents  the  determination  of  the  United 
Provinces  to  defend  themselves  if  necessary,  with  the  help 
of  England. 

No.  3:  Celebrating  a trade  agreement  between  the  Dutch  and  Spanish. 

Obv.  represents  Joshuaat  the  walls  of  Jericho.  Rev.:  break- 
ing down  the  barriers  to  trade.  (Note:  This  description 

is  a little  different  from  Krameveld’s  but  with  the  same 
theme . ) 


No.  9:  Rev.:  Represents  the  ship  of  state  of  the  Spanish  Nether- 

lands withstanding  the  storms. 

No.  10:  1660  Jetton  of  Andre  de  Seve,  Prevoste  (Mayor)  of  Paris, 

reverse  arms  of  City  of  Paris,  France. 


Our  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  replied  to  Mr.  Sanders'  request  for 
aid  in  identification  of  these  pieces. 


SOME  STARTLING  MINTAGE  FIGURES  OF  AUSTRIAN  COINS  SINCE  1946 


by  Gabriel  A.  Grams 

Collecting  the  postwar  issues  of  Austria  by  types  and  years  is  be- 
coming increasingly  difficult,  as  certain  coins  demand  a very  high 
price  for  uncirculated  or  proof  condition.  The  reason  is  the  ex- 
tremely low  mintage  in  some  years  as  shown  in  the  chart  below. 


Total  Price 


Denomination 

Yeoman 

Metal 

Year 

Mintage 

Cond. 

Aus .Sch. 

U.So  S 

2 Groschen 

Y89 

Alum. 

1964 

173. 000 

Proof 

120 

7.00 

2 Groschen 

Y89 

Alum. 

1967 

13. 000 

Proof 

775 

45.75 

5 Groschen 

Y87 

Zinc 

1969 

44,  000 

Proof 

155 

9.15 

2 Schilling 

Y93 

Alum. 

1952 

148, 500 

Unc . 

3.200 

188.80 

5 Schilling 

Y94 

Alum. 

1957 

240, 200 

Unc . 

6,  000 

354.00 

10  Schilling 

Y99 

Silver 

1964 

187, 000 

Proof 

1,  000 

59.00 

(Continued  on  page  367) 


THE  COPPER  COINS  OF  MECCA 


by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 

In  an  article  entitled  "Meccan  coins  of  the  Sharifate  in  the  Ottoman 
Province  of  Hejaz"  published  in  World  Coins  (September  1975;  Volume 
12)  a chart  of  the  dated  coins  of  Mecca  and  contemporary  rulers 
180U-I832  was  printed  on  page  51*  Unfortunately,  the  coin  illustr- 
ations referred  to  in  the  chart  were  omitted,  and  were  not  printed 
in  the  subsequent  issue  of  the  journal. 


DATED  COINS  OF  MECCA 


AND  CONTEMPORARY  RULERS  (1804-1832) 


Coin 

Weight 

OTTOMAN 

EGYPT 

HEJAZ 

NEJD 

Sultan 

Pasha 

Sharif 

Imam 

(Dir1 iya)vv 

Fig . 

Hijra 

A.  D . 

Grams 

(Constantinople ) 

(Cairo) 

(Mecca) 

a 

1219 

1804 

19 . 32 

Selim  III 

Muhammad 

Ghalib 

Saud  ibn  Abdul 

’ ali 

ibn 

Mas  1 ad 

Aziz  ibn  Saud 

- 

1221 

1806 

- 

b 

1222 

1807 

18.98 

Mustafa  IV 

c 

1223 

1808 

17.24 

Mahmud  II 

d 

1230 

1814 

11.90 

Yahya 

AbdAllah  ibn 

ibn 

Surur 

Saud  (to  1818) 

© 

Muhammad  ibn 
Mushari  ibn 
Mu ' amar  ^ 

1236 

1820 

- 

0 

Turki  ibn  Abd 

Allah  ibn  Muhammac 

ibn  Saud (from  1823 

1240 

1824 

0 

Abdul 

Muttalib 

Muhammad 
ibn  Abdul 
Muig  ibn 
Aun 

eV 

_ 1245 

1829 

5.30 

u 

1247 

1831 

2.93 

1248 

1832 

Chart  lists  contemporary  rulers  of  Turkey  in  Mecca  1804  1832,  and  their  dated  coins 
Lower  case  letters  denoting  com  figures  can  be  matched  with  coins  illustrated 
F ootnotes  throu-qhout  the  chart, are  for  the  following  remarks 

1 From  182*4  onwards  Riyadh  became  the  capital  of  the  Neid, 

2 The  effective  ruler  in  Mecca  at  this  time  was  the  muhafiz  ( governor  guardian  who 
represented  the  Egyptians  to  whom  Mecca  looked  for  law  and  order  and  benevolent  gifts 
T tie  Ottomans  sent  their  wall  to  Jidda,  and  between  the  two  of  them  i bn  Surur  had  little  in- 
fluence that  his  ancestors  had  left  to  him  in  fac  f.  he  was  a stipendiary  of  Muhammad  Ah 

3 Mav  have  been  made  puppet  governor  by  the  Egyptians 

4 Anarchic  conditions  prevailed 

fi  in  1827  Yahya  assassinated  the  ' go  between  of  the  muhafiz  and  was  recalled  to  Egypt 
■ later  killed ) Muhammad  Ah  lent  his  support  to  Abdul  Muttalib  (C.  ha  lib's  son  but  later 
appointed  a former  fighting  colleague  of  his,  6 IbnAun  as  sharif 
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With  the  kind  permission  of  the  editor  of  Wo rid  Coins,  the  chart  has 
been  reprinted  herewith,  and  the  figure  drawings  of  the  coins  are 
added  below. 


Incidentally,  the  paragraphs  on 
page  57  and  60  suffered  a little 
in  editing  and  readers  will  have 
noticed  that  the  Valentine  book 
mentioned  in  the  text  should  have 
been  his  Modern  Copper  Coins  of 
the  Muhammadan  States,  etc., 
published  by  Spink  & Son  Ltd., 
in  1911  and  reprinted  by  them 
with  OUT  in  1969* 

The  writer  would  appreciate  in- 
formation on  any  other  dated 
Meccan  coins  with  their  weights 
and  sizes,  etc.  wnich  are  in 
the  possession  of  NI  members. 


SOME  STARTLING  MINTAGE  FIGURES  OF  AUSTRIAN  COINS  SINCE  I9I+5  (Contin- 
from  page  365): 

A similar  situation  exists  with  the  commemorative  25  & 50  Schilling 
pieces  in  proof  condition,  but  the  exact  mintage  figures  are  still 
unavailable,  especially  on  the  first  eight  25  Schilling  coins  (Y9 6, 

Y 97 , Y9'3,  Y100,  Y102,  Y105,  Y107  and  Y108)  and  the  first  50  Schilling 
coin  (YlOl). 

References  used: 

1)  Netto  Marktpreiskatalog  'Austria*  (30th  Ed„,  1975) 

2)  JAECKEL:  Die  Muenzpraegungen  des  Hauses  Habsburg  und  der  Republik 

Oesterreich  (3rd.  Ed.,  1967) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

OFFICIAL  GUIDE  TO  WORLD  PROOF  COINS,  by  Charles  R.  Hosch.  Paper 
Cover,  38U  pp.  Available  from  House  of  Collectibles,  Inc.,  P.  0. 

Box  D,  Florence,  Alabama  35630*  $10  = 50  = 

This  beautifully  illustrated  book  is  the  most  comprehensive  book  on 
world  proof  coins  and  sets,  covering  more  than  5^-0  proof  sets  and 
c ommemo  rat i ve  issues. 

It  contains  complete  descriptions  of  all  designs  plus  translations 
of  mottos  and  inscriptions  and  detailed  explanations  of  all  de- 
vices, effigies,  coats  of  arms,  commemorative  subjects,  etc.  Also 
included  are  mintage  figures,  mintmarks  and  mints,  type  of  packaging, 
designers,  all  specifications,  including  denomination,  Yeoman  Nos., 
metallic  content,  diameter,  weight,  thickness,  shape  and  edge  design. 
This  book  also  lists  the  current  value  of  each  set,  proof  or  specimen 
coin  and  explains  noncirculating  legal  tender  "issues". 


NUMISMATICS . P.  Grierson.  Oxford  University  Press.  OP  70*  211  pp., 

67  Fig.  set  in  the  text,  usually  2-5  pictures  in  each  Figure. 

Price  £1.50  in  the  U.K.  Paper  Cover.  Also  available  in  hardback. 

This  is  a gem  of  a book,  both  for  the  scholar  and  the  ordinary  col- 
lector who  wishes  to  understand  the  background  of  his  hobby.  Many 
of  the  modern  major  numismatic  catalogues  have  something  to  say 
about  the  background  and  manufacture  of  the  coins  with  which  they 
deal.  This  is  an  able  and  well  written  summary  of  present  day  know- 
ledge about  various  aspects  of  numismatics. 

The  contents  of  the  text  are  best  described  by  the  statement  on  the 
back  cover  of  the  book: 

"Numismatics,  the  study  of  coins  and  coin-like  objects,  is  an 
important  auxiliary  science  of  history,  providing  information 
that  is  not  always  obtainable  from  written  documents.  This 
book  explains,  in  terms  intelligible  to  the  general  reader  as 
well  as  to  the  coin  collector,  the  historical  and  technical 
background  to  coinage,  how  coins  are  studies,  and  what  the 
numismatist  hopes  to  find  out  from  them. 

"The  author  first  examines  current  thinking  on  the  origins  of 
money  and  coinage,  and  then  surveys  the  history  of  both  Western 
and  Eastern  coinages.  There  follows  an  account  of  the  main 
features  of  coin  types  and  inscriptions  and  of  numismatic  ter- 
minology, together  with  a description  of  coining  methods. 
Further  chapters  discuss  coin  finds  and  their  interpretation; 
techniques  for  ascertaining  the  chemical  composition  and  the- 
oretical weight  of  coins  and  even  the  probable  number  issued; 
tokens,  jettons,  medals  and  the  like;  and  the  present  state  of 
numismatic  scholarship  and  collecting." 

Few  people  are  better  qualified  to  know,  even  if  not  everyone  agrees 
with  him,  than  Grierson,  for  he  is  Professor  of  Numismatics  at  both 
Brussels  and  Cambridge,  as  well  as  advisor  in  Byzantine  Numismatics 


368 


at  Dumbarton  Oaks.  He  has  held  many  of  the  most  prestigious  positions 
in  European  numismatics,  as  well  as  being  the  author  of  Volumes  2 and 
3 of  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  series.  Michael  Metcalf  (Ashmolean  Museum) 
told  me  last  year  that  he  has  the  finest  personal  collection  of 
medieval  coins  in  the  world,  all  built  up  since  World  War  II,  in  a 
field  which  was  much  neglected  until  recent  years.  Certainly  when  I 
met  him  at  Dumbarton  Oaks  some  years  ago,  I was  impressed  with  the 
breadth  of  his  knowledge  and  his  grasp  of  the  field  of  late  Byzantine 
coinage . 

Books  may  give  one  much  valuable  information;  good  plates  are  indi- 
spensible;  but  only  actual  experience  of  individual  coins  can  really 
give  one  the  practical  knowledge.  Thus  few  people  have  had  a greater 
opportunity  to  obtain  this  than  has  Dr.  Grierson.  This  fact  also 
highlights  the  very  real  value  of  extensive  research  collections. 

The  book  has  a number  of  useful  tables,  a glossary  of  technical 
terms,  and  a list  of  suggested  books  for  further  reading,  all  of 
them  well  known. 

This  is  a must  for  any  numismatic  library  worthy  of  the  name,  and 
an  unusual  pleasure  these  days  to  find  something  so  inexpensively 
priced . 

I might  also  say  that  I found  it  a fascinating  book  and  delightful 
reading. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 
Curator  of  Numismatics, 

University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum. 


To  the  readers  of  Sear's  BYZANTINE  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES: 

I would  suspect  many  collectors  and  dealers  will  use  this  volume  as 
it.  is  cheaper  and  less  complicated  than  the  magnificient  Dumbarton 
Oaks  Series  (D.O.).  At  the  same  time  there  are  a number  of  state- 
ments of  which  to  beware. 

In  the  September  number  of  Spink's  Numismatic  Circular  (which  is  also 
rather  expensive  for  us  in  the  USA  since  the  firm  will  send  it  only 
by  airmail),  there  is  a very  valuable  review  of  Sear's  book.  The 
reviewer  points  out  that  it  is  in  the  section  from  1262-1453  that 
the  value  and  accuracy  of  the  book  considerably  deteriorates.  This 
is  unfortunate,  but  not  surprising.  It  is  the  most  difficult  and 
confusing  period  at  any  rate,  as  well  as  being,  in  some  way,  the 
most  interesting.  Not  unnaturally,  since  it  covers  the  final  decline 
of  the  already  greatly  reduced  empire,  the  coins  of  this  period  are 
both  uncommon  and  usually  in  poor  condition.  The  coins  have  been 
somewhat  more  numerous  in  recent  years,  than  when  I was  in  Istanbul 
30  years  ago.  I bought  up  any  I could  find,  of  the  silver  and  the 
copper,  but  even  so,  we  have  comparatively  few  in  the  University 
collection.  This  was  over  the  period  1944-1947  when  practically  no 
one  was  buying,  and  I was  in  the  bazaars  every  Saturday  afternoon. 

The  particular  coins  to  which  the  reviewer  draws  attention,  because 
of  errors,  are  Nos.  2161,  2189/ 90,  2199/2200,  2201/05,  2206/ 10, 

2211NB,  2223,  2224,  2236,  2257-  It  is  also  well  to  note  that  the 
second,  so-called  "Politikon"  (from  the  Green  inscription  on  the  coin), 
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or  emergency  issue,  is  bronze  and  not  silver. 


It  is  also  rather  startling  to  find  some  of  the  "anonymous"  follis, 
for  instance  Nos.  1812  and  1866,  listed  at  £5  each.  This  is  current- 
ly $10.00  US  and  when  the  book  was  being  compiled  about  $12.00  US. 

I have  seen  them  quite  often  quoted  at  $7. 50  here,  but  even  this 
price  I consider  to  be  extremely  unrealistic.  I returned  some  to  a 
very  reputable  firm  recently  for  a refund  because  of  the  condition. 
Although  they  returned  my  money,  they  stated  $7-50  was  the  "going 
price".  We  have  hundreds  in  the  University  collection,  awaiting 
specialized  study,  and  I know  that  at  least  2000  have  passed  through 
my  own  hands.  If  one  watches  the  various  advertising  gimmicks  and 
phraseology,  one  notices  how  these  types  of  coins  are  frequently 
passed  off  on  the  unknowing  collector  as  if  they  were  really  some- 
thing worth  while. 

The  reviewer  refers  to  his  being  "opposed  to  price  catalogues  in 
principle".  This  is  very  obvious  when  he  refers  to  all  three  of 
Sear’s  books  as  being  "clutched  by  half  the  browsers  in  the  bazaars 
of  the  East". 

It  is,  however,  an  extremely  handy  volume  to  have  with  one  if  one  is 
not  really  knowledgeable  about  the  Byzantine  series.  One  cannot 
cart  around  the  D.0.  volumes,  even  if  one  can  afford  them. 

I must  confess  I share  the  prejudice  against  priced  catalogues  as  I 
say  what  happened  in  the  Istanbul  bazaar  when  Goodacre  and  the  fixed 
price  list  of  Spink's  and  Seaby  were  again  available  after  World  War 
II.  While  inflation  and  the  number  of  collectors  have  naturally  in- 
fluenced the  high  prices  of  almost  all  coins,  I feel  that  books  like 
Yeoman's,  just  as  much  as  Sear's,  have  also  had  a decided  effect. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  prove  this  statistically,  but  I see  so  many 
price  lists  of  coins,  ancient  and  modern,  that  one  cannot  help  but 
get  this  impression.  Often  there  is  a very  wide  range  of  prices  for 
the  same  identical  coin.  There  are  some  who  charge  all  they  think 
the  market  will  bear.  Thus  it  is  the  beginner  and  the  unknowledge- 
able  collector  who  is  caught.  An  excellent  and  obvious  example  at 
the  present  is  in  the  Armenian  silver  series. 

The  book  has  excellent  illustrations,  a useful  account  of  the  various 
denominations  (not  all  certain  in  the  later  issues)  as  well  as  of 
the  types.  Particularly  pleasing  is  its  bibliography  and,  more  im- 
portant, the  works  it  lists  on  related  coin  series.  The  impact  of 
the  coinage  of  the  Empire,  even  in  its  decay,  was  so  great  that  any 
student  of  Byzantium  will  want  to  know  more  about  its  sister  coins. 

Comments  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 

Curator  of  Numismatics, 

University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum. 


ROMAN  REPUBLICAN  COINAGE,  by  Michael  H.  Crawford,  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity  Press,  London  191b),  2 Vols. 

It  seems  fair  to  say  that,  with  the  publishing  of  this  work,  all 
existing  treatments  of  the  subject  have  become  dated.  These  books 
should  become  the  standard  reference  work  in  the  field.  I note  that 
Seaby' s in  London  and  several  American  dealers  have  already  started 
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to  describe  their  coins  with  Crawford  numbers.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  the  work  will  be  accepted  without  controversy . Mr.  Crawford 
has  taken  a new  view  of  the  chronology  of  the  republican  series, 
especially  in  the  early  issues.  He  admits  the  difference  with  the 
traditional  dating,  but  he  presents  his  case  admirably.  His  revi- 
sions have  been  occasioned  through  extensive  examination  of  the 
evidence  of  hoards  and  scrutiny  of  the  historical  evidence.  The 
greatest  revision  in  dating  is  of  the  introduction  of  the  denarius  - 
from  187  B.C.  back  to  211  B.C.  The  traditional  date  has  no  compel- 
ling historical  justification,  but  ca.  211  was  an  excellent  time 
for  the  introduction  of  a new  silver  coinage  since  it  coincided  with 
the  capture  of  Capna  from  Hannibal,  the  fall  of  Syracuse,  and  the 
capture  of  the  Iberian  silver  mines  by  Scipio  Africanus.  Crawford 
has  applied  the  hoard  evidence  to  the  whole  republican  series  and 
has  given  a general  and  detailed  chronology  down  to  the  start  of 
the  Empire. 

It  is  impossible  to  adequately  describe  the  scope  of  this  work  in 
a short  review.  All  issues  are  catalogued  (most  with  weight  stand- 
ards, when  useful),  most  of  the  second  volume  is  a comprehensive 
series  of  plates,  tables  of  purity  are  provided,  he  has  developed  a 
system  for  estimating  the  size  of  issues,  etc.  In  addition  to  such 
statistical  aids,  Crawford  included  essays  on  most  pertinent  areas 
concerning  the  production,  administration,  and  utilization  of  the 
Roman  monetary  system. 

In  short,  this  is  the  sort  of  book  that  belongs  in  the  library  of 
every  serious  collector.  The  only  thing  disappointing  is  the 
price:  $95*00  for  the  set  from  most  dealers.  This  puts  it,  realis- 

tically, beyond  the  scope  of  most  collectors.  I believe  that,  event- 
ually, those  who  can,  will  include  thse  volumes  in  their  library. 
Collectors  of  more  modest  means  should  still  benefit  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's achievements  since  they  will  undoubtedly  be  accepted  by  the 
numismatic  fraternity  and  become  common  knowledge.  They  should 
eventually  be  presented  (obviously  in  abbreviated  -form)  by  the 
general  publications  in  ancient  numismatics  (e.g.  the  Seaby  publi- 
cations . ) Those  who  can,  however,  should  make  every  effort  to 
acquire  this  landmark  study. 


Reviewed  by  Walter  W.  Leonard 


NEW  ISSUES  (Continued  from  page  353  ): 

THE  SUDAN 

YCh^a  5 Millim,  Brass,  1975 
YD43&  10  Millim,  Brass,  1975 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 
*Y5  1 Crown  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (36mm) 

*Y6  5 Crowns  1975;  -500  Silver  (38mm) 

*Y7  10  Crowns  1975;  -925  Silver  (40mm) 

*Y8  20  Crowns  1975;  *925  Silver  (L5mm) 

*Y9  25  Crowns  1975;  *500  Gold  (17mm) 

*Y10  50  Crowns  1975;  -500  Gold  (21.5mm) 

*Y11  100  Crowns  1975,  .500  Gold  (27mm) 

Y5-11:  "Age  of  Exploration" 

* Collectors'  Coins 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Brian  Altman,  37  Eton  Overlook,  Rockville,  MD  208^0:  DEVINS  & BOLTON, 

MONTREAL  COUNTERSTAMPS  --  Attempting  to  formulate  a list  of  varieties. 
Please  send  lists  of  known  pieces.  Many  thanks. 

Colin  Tuttle,  P.  0.  Box  2963,  Houston,  TX  77006:  The  GREATER  HOUSTON 

COIN  CLUB  invites  you  to  exhibit  at  their  19th  Annual  Show,  Shamrock 
Hilton  Hotel,  January  30,  31,  February  1,  1976.  For  more  information, 
please  write. 

G.  Wurm,  D-775  Konstanz,  Postfach  6488,  Germany:  WILL  BUY  French 

and  Swiss  coins.  Please  send  your  offer  of  all  denominations  and 
dates.  Also,  am  searching  for  any  information  concerning  the  Bul- 
garian coinage  legislation  of  1880  and  all  printed  directives  for 
the  first  issuance  in  l88l.  Assistance  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Roy  Beltz,  870  W.  19th  St.,  $6,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  9Q8Q6:  National- 

ist China  released  a crown  to  commemorate  the  60th  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  Republic  of  China,  dated  1971;  50  Yuan.  I wish 
one,  and  will  appreciate  any  information  as  to  where  to  obtain  one. 

V.  R.  Walrafen,  1130  East  35  th  Terrace,  Topeka,  Kansas  66605:  I have 

available  for  FREE  distribution  a computer  program  that  I call  "Num- 
ismatic Analysis  Program" . As  the  author  and  sole  owner,  it  is 
available  to  anyone  that  can  use  it  with  no  strings  attached  (pro- 
vided that  it  is  not  sold  outright  nor  leased  for  use  without  my 
written  permission).  Write  for  details. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79413:  Wanted:  Many 

of  the  copper  coins  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies.  Please  send  a 
list  of  what  you  have  and  the  price.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 
Also,  am  interested  in  anything  Dutch  --  send  list  and  prices. 

Annie-Claude  Sroczynski,  910  South  Pearl  St.  #6,  Denver,  Colo.  80209: 
WANTED:  Correspondence  with  collectors  interested  in  buying-trading- 

selling paper  money  from  France  and  French  Colonies  and  protectorat. 
Correspondance  en  Francais  bienvenue. 

Lon  S.  Stockton,  Box  363,  Dallas,  TX  75221:  NEED  COINS  FROM:  An- 

daman Islands,  Biafra,  Botswana,  Central  African  Republic,  Chinese 
Turkestan,  Cocos-Keeling  Islands,  Congo  Popular  Republic,  Cook 
Island,  Crete  and  Croatia.  Will  trade  other  coins. 

Bruce  W.  Smith,  Box  57;  Iola,  Wise.  54945:  I have  the  following 

periodicals  to  trade  for  books  or  periodicals  that  I need:  Numis- 

matist, complete  from  195^  to  1974,  plus  many  odd  issues  from  1943 
to  1975;  Numismatic  Scrapbook,  most  issues  from  1950  to  1972;  also 
miscellaneous  other  periodicals  and  auction  catalogs.  I would  like 
to  purchase  (or  trade)  the  following  for  my  reference  library:  Numis- 

matic Scrapbook  --  Feb.,  Mar.,  Apr.  1944;  Jan.  1945;  Feb.  1946;  Apr., 
May  1949;  and  many  before  1944.  Numismatist  --  Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar., 

Apr.,  May  1939;  Jan.,  Mar.,  Apr.,  May,  June,  Sept.,  Oct.,  Nov.  1940; 
Mar.,  July  1941;  Mar.  1942;  Aug.  1944;  Apr.,  June  1945;  May,  July, 

Aug.,  Nov.  1949;  all  except  Mar.  and  May  for  1950;  all  except  Apr. 
for  1951-  (More  WANTS  will  be  listed  in  next  month’s  M.  N.  Page.) 
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